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wealth or of His Majesty anywvhere will,
under this Bill, still be treated as a resi-
dent of this State so far as the applica-
tion of our laws is concerned.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In commitee
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

ouse adjourned 
at 8.48 p.m.

1egislative CDouncil.
Thursday, .21st January, 1915.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPER'S PRESENTED,
By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Balance

Sheet and audit of accounts of the Moola
Bulla. station to the 30th Jutne. 1013-. 2,
By-law M4a of the 'Municipality of Bun-
bury,

QUESTION -TREE-PJLTJING

MACHINES.
Hon. R. J. LYNN asked the Colonial

'Secretary: 1, What amounts have the
Obr'erniment advNanced up to date for die

purchase of tree-pulling machines? 2,
To whom have such advances been made,
and does each advance represent the exact
cost of the machine? 3, What are the
names of the manufacturers of the ma-
chines?7

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, No advances have been made
for tree-pulling machines pro perly so-
called, but assistance lownrds the purchase
of traction engines for tree-pulling pur-
poses by private individuals has been af-
forded as follows :-Oetobcr, 1911, £150;
November, 1911, £042 Ss. 7d.; MAay, 1912,
£,430 16s. Gd. 2, A. F. Horwood, Den-
mark; Ray Bros., Wongan Hills; E. W.
Steere, Broomehill. Horwood's assistance
represents half cost; Ray Bras.' repre-
sents full cost; E. W. Steere's represents
cost les9s £25. 3, 'Mr. Offord, Albany;
International Harvester Coy.; J. C. Allen
and Co., Glasgow.

QUESTION-RAILWAY SUPERIN-
TENDENT, GERALUTON.

Hon. R. J7. LYNN asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, Hfas leave of absence been
granted to the District Railway Superin-
tendent at Vierald ton? 2, If so, for what
period? 3, Is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to fill the position during his ab-
sence by appointing an officer of similar
grade?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
])lied: 1, 'Mr. W. C. Robinson, District
Superintendent, Geraldton, has been
granted leave to join the Expeditionary
Forces. 2, No period has been fixed. 3,
This is under consideration.

QUESTION-RABBIT ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Hon. H. CARSON asked the Colonial
Secretary: Do the Government intend in-
troducing a Bill to amend the Rabbit Act
this session?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY., re-
plied:- No.

ASSE'NT TO BILL.
Message from the Governor received

and read notifying assent to the I-and Act
Arnendment Bill.
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BILL-STAMP ACT AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew-Central) [4.35] in moving
the second reading said: This measure is
intended merely to rectify one or two
anomalies which exist in the Stamp Act,
and in order to bring the law into conl-
formnity with the other States in connec-
tion with the stamping of certain docu-
ments. It does not shift tihe burden of the
stamp duty, nor does it increase it. It
permits the judgment of the High Court
of Australia to be made effective in West-
ern Australia as in the other States where
similar legislation is in operation. This
is the main object of the Bill. At the
samie time we have made provision that
alt public officers, before accepting any
document, shall satisfy themselves that it
is properly stamped in accordance with
the Act. If it is not properly stamped
they are obliged under the Hill to refuse
to accept it.

Hon. D. 0. Gawler: They always do
that now, I think.

Thle COLONIAL SECRETARY: Evi-
dence has come to band of quite a numi-
ber of documents which have been ac-
cepted by public officers, and which have
not been stamped in accordance with the
law%. But the officers had no power to re-
fuse acceptance of those documents. They
could do no more than bring the matter
under the notice of the Colonial. Treasurer,
which I may say they did in many in-
stances. We are broadening this provi-
sion in order to provide that any public
officer shall not receive anl unstamped in-
strument. The schedule of the Stamp Act
Amendment Act of 1913 is to be amended
by omitting the words "mortgagee or
obligee" and inserting "mortgagor or ob-
liger." This is intended to bring about
uniformity with the Acts of Queensland
and Tasmania particularly so that deci-
sions of the High Court shall apply here
as in other States. Clause 4 is designed
to do justice to those who have to stamp
certain instruments of collateral security
so that they shall not have to pay two,
three, or even five times over, as is the
case now. It is consdered unfair wilen

certain documents are put in as collateral
securities that more than one should be
stamped. We have included this provi-
sion in order that there shall he no mis-
understanding in connection with the Law.
In the past the Government have not been
charging stamp duty on more than one
doument, but wve want to have it laid
down that only one such instrument shall
he liable to stamp duty as a collateral
security. A person might under the sta-
tute existing now, be compelled to pay
stamp duty on several documents, al-
thoug-h this has been contrary to the eus-
ton adopted by this or the previous Gov-
ernment. These are the whole intentions
covered by the measure. There is no pro-
vision, as I have said, either to increase
or to modify the stamp tax as it exists at
the present time. The object of the Bill
is merely to adjust anomalies. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

ia Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and.
tho report adopted.

Sitting suspended from 4.47 to 5.15 p.m.

BILLS (6): FIRST READING.
1,
29

3,
4,

Industries Assistance.
Government Electric Works.
Naval aind Military Absentees Relief.
Loan Acts Amendment.
Control of Trade in War Time Act

Amendment.
6, Postponement of Debts Act Amend-

ment.
Received from the Assembly.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

J. IN. -Drew-Central) [5.261: In antici-
pation of a 'Message from the Legislative
Assembly, which Messalge I believe will
arrive in the course of a few minutes,
and in Jaow of t1%e feet that We Wave flow
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an absolute majority, whilst it is neces-
sary that some members who are going
away by train should leave shortly, I
move-

That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as is necessary to enable
any Message from the Legislative
Assembly relating to the Grain and
Foodstuff Bill to be takcen through all
its remaining stages at this sitting.
Question passed.
The PRESIDENT: The motion has

been passed by an absoute majority of
the House.

Silting suspended from 5.28 to 5.45 p.m.

HILL-GRAIN ANTD FOODSTUFF.
Assembly's Message.

A Message was received from the
Assembly in reply to Messages Nos. 7
and 10 from the Council, notifying that
as thie Council and the Assembly were
flow in agreement as to the amendments
requested by the Council in the Bill the
Assembly requested the Council to pass
the Bill as agreed to.

In Committee,
Resumed from the 17th December,

3914; Ron. W. Kingsmill in the Chair'
the Colonial Secretary in charge of the
Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was re-
ported on the Title of this Bill.

The Colonial Secretary: Has not the
Mtessage from the Assembly to he con-
sidered?

The CHAIRMAN: There is no Mes-
sage requiring consideration. The do-
meands of the two Houses have been met.

The Colonial Secretary: Is it not
necessary to move that the amendments
be not further pressed?

The CHAIRMNAN: I think not. The
two Houses have agreed on the various
amendments. All that is necessary now
is to proceed with the Bill in Committee
at the stage at which we left it.

Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and

the report aduptbd.

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time and passed.

STATE OF BUSINESS.
The COLONITAL SECRETARY (Hon.

J. IN. Drew-Central) [5.50]): 1 desire
to point out that several members are in
the country districts when they should
be here. We have sufficient business on
the Notice Paper to enable discussion to
take place the whole of this evening.
When we adjourned on Tuesday we
agreed to go on with the Esperance Rail-
way Bill to its conclusion; afterwards I
discovered that there were several mem-
bers who were unable to he present that
day and who wished to speak. In the
past when business was slack and there
was little to do we have done practically
nothing on Thursdays, but it is a different
matter now. We have B ills that require
consideration, and I think members
should attend here. I ought not to he
obliged, in order to get a full House, to
postpone consideration of important mat-
ters from Wednesday until the following
Tuesday. I am glad the Grain and Food-
stuff Bill has been satisfactorily passed.
It was the unanimity amongst members
that enabled the measure to be dealt with
to-day. I was prepared to postpone the
consideration of the Mlessage until Tues-
day and I should have done so had not
several memnbers spoken to me on the
matter.

Ftouse adjourned at 5.52 p.m.
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